
Welcome to Grace Church 

The First Sunday after The Epiphany 

The Feast of the Baptism of Jesus 
 
  

January 11, 2026 

 

We are an open and affirming church. 

Every one of every age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, physical or mental ability, or economic status is invited to join us as 

together we live out the Gospel message of love, forgiveness, service, and justice.  

No matter where you are in your spiritual journey — you are welcome here.
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PRELUDE  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
New Britain, from Virginia Harmony, 1831; 

setting by Charles Callahan (1952-2023) 

 

WELCOME 

 

The Word of God  

 
OPENING HYMN: H 448                                                          Verses 1-3, 6 

O love, how deep, how broad, how high 
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Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt. 

Music: Deus tuorum militum, from  Antiphoner, 1753; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt. 

Priest  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom now and forever. AMEN. 
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SONG OF PRAISE: H 427                                                                                   V. 1 

When morning gilds the skies 

 

 

 
Words: German, ca. 1800; tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930), alt. 

Music: Laudes Domini, Joseph Barnby (1838-1896) 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Priest  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Priest  Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 

proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 

Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they 

have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the 

Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.. AMEN. 

 

THE FIRST READING     Isaiah 42:1-9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 

he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

He will not grow faint or be crushed 

until he has established justice in the earth; 

and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 

who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 

and spirit to those who walk in it: 

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 

I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

a light to the nations, 

to open the eyes that are blind, 
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to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the Lord, that is my name; 

my glory I give to no other, 

nor my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have come to pass, 

and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, 

I tell you of them. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM  29 

Let us read the Psalm together 
 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; * 

the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
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8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 

and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the Lord * 

all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 

the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 

the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

 

THE SECOND READING      Acts 10:34-43  

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not 

to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 

to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 

People  Thanks be to God 
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SEQUENCE HYMN: H 120    Vs. 1-2 before the Gospel; V. 3 after 

 

The sinless one to Jordan came 

 

 

 

 

 

Words: George B. Timms (1910-1997) 

Music: Solemnis haec festivitas, melody from Graduale, 1685 
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THE GOSPEL      Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us 

in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus 

had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 

were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON     The Rev. Jimmy Solano Pickett 
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THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

Through the Paschal Mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by 

Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon 

you, therefore, now that we have celebrated the Great Feast of the 

Incarnation, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism.  

 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and 

renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People  I do. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

       creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

        He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

             and born of the Virgin Mary. 

        He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

             was crucified, died, and was buried. 

      He descended to the dead. 

        On the third day he rose again. 

      He ascended into heaven, 

             and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

        He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

       the holy catholic Church, 

        the communion of saints, 

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting. 
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Celebrant Will you coninue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 

and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and 

bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 

life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SPRINKLING OF HOLY WATER 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   The Book of Common Prayer 

Let us pray for all who seek God or a deeper encounter with God as we pray for 

the strength and courage to live out our Baptismal callings. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from the way of sin and 

death. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Open our hearts to your grace and truth. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Fill us with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Keep us in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Teach us to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Send us into the world in witness to your love. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bring us to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

And now, for who or what else do we pray this day? 
Please name aloud, or in the silence of your heart, those things which you ask of God 

 

Priest Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one 

with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our 

earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 

fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be 

surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We 

ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 

intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives 

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

Priest  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

 

 

The Holy Communion  

 

Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN: LEVAS 62              

In Christ there is no east or west 

 

 

 
Words: Galatians 3-28; adapt. John Oxenham (1852-1941) 

Music: McKee, Negro Spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) Words adapt. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Eucharistic Prayer B    The Book of Common Prayer 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  

People We lift them to the Lord 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light 

to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS: S 127      Holy, holy, holy Lord 
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Setting: Calvin Hampton (1938-1984) 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 

made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 

your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 

flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 

from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 

you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 

him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 

they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 

Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
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through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

And now in the words that Jesus taught us and teaches us still, we pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

     and the glory are yours, 

   now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
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FRACTION ANTHEM: S 374 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Setting: Calvin Hampton (1938-1984) 

 

Celebrant  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

People  We who are many are one body, for we all share the 

one bread.  

Celebrant  These are the Gifts of God for you the People of God. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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All Are Welcome at God’s Table 

Gluten-free bread is available. Please let the priest know if 

you would prefer this. If you would rather receive a blessing 

instead of communion, please come forward and cross your 

hands over your chest. And lastly, if you need communion 

brought to you, just let the usher know. All are welcome at 

God’s feast. 

 

The Grace Healing Team is in the back of the room during 

Communion to offer the laying on of hands and a prayer for 

healing to anyone who desires it for themselves or another. 

 

 

 

If you cannot physically receive the communion bread because 

you are participating in this service virtually, you are invited to 

pray this Prayer for Spiritual Communion: 

 

Lord Jesus, as you promised to be with us in the 

bread and wine that is your body and blood, grant 

that we may receive you spiritually today into our 

hearts, minds, and souls.  Stay with us; be our 

companion in the way; kindle our hearts and awaken 

hope that we may know you and have confidence in 

your loving care, now and forever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN: LEVAS 143 

Wade in the Water 
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arr. Carl Haywood 1992 

 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 

nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body 

and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 

that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the 

risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.   

 

 

BLESSING FOR CHILDREN 

Let us pray. 

Most generous and loving God, we thank you for the gift of children. 

With each child you refresh your promises to all of us. Through each 

child you remind us to take care of all you have created. 

We pray your blessing on each child today. Teach them to love 

courage and to trust you. Help them see you at work in your world.  

Help them speak words of love, peace, and friendship. Turn their 

faces in kindness toward their neighbors, and fill each one with 

confidence in your steadfast love.  This we ask in the name of your 

child, Jesus the Christ. Amen.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS        See Insert 
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THE BLESSING   

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light 

to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN: H 121 

 

                            Christ, when for us you were baptized                  

 

 
Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev. 

Music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635; harm. The 

English Hymnal, 1906 

 

DISMISSAL 

Priest Jesus said, “As the Father sent me, so I send you.”   Go in Peace to 

join in the work of the Lord. Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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POSTLUDE     

Come, Thou Holy Spirit Bright 
VENI SANCTE SPIRITUS setting by Charles Callahan (1952-2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers are given today by Matt Marcos 

 

In loving memory of Hawa Kiebre and Salif Tiri Ouedraogo, mother 

and father of Aicha Marcos 
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    GRACE CHURCH INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

Please Include in Your Daily Prayers This Week 

Members of the Parish Family: Pennie Curry; Aicha and Matt Marcos; Rick 

and Sue Gore, and the Haywood family; Dale and Louise Peterson; Charlene 

Peet; The Rev. Marc Britt; Anne Andrews; George Raymond; Dindy and Mark 

Anderson; Linda White and her grandchildren, Claire, Mark, and Johnny; David 

Hamill; Doone Marshall; Meredith Haider; Rosemarie Blakely. 

Others we Love: Ada Gómez, mother-in-law of Rev. Jimmy; Cynthia Griesing, 

Holly Murray’s mother; Doreen’s sister, Linda Manardi; Doreen’s son’s 

girlfriend, Dr. Elizabeth Brannan; The Rev. Gene Perry and Shirley Perry, 

parents of Pastor Mark; Paul, neighbor of Gina and Phil; Genevieve Rainy, 

Monique Kirchoff's daughter; Susie, Mike, and Emily Silver; Fran Hunt, Anne 

Andrew's sister; Michal Snyder, Dessida's sister; Caleb and Racheal David and 

their baby Oliver, Sarah Sieber's family; Elizabeth Brannan; Anne Kistrup and 

Pam Reed, Lynn Walker's friends; Susan Bunce, Mary Booton's sister; Doone 

Marshall's granddaughter, Bex; George Laye; Robert Rywkin, Monique Kirchoff's 

brother; Fleming and Dick Rutledge; Tania Guerrero and her baby daughter 

Eugenia Marie Ayala Guerrero; David Rodriguez Ovalle, Sergio Rodriguez's 

father; Richard Cherneff; Cynthia Griesing, Holly Murray's mother; Bishop 

Michael Curry; Sara Miles and her wife Martha; Jerry and Karen Ericson; 

Kristen Mary, beloved cousin of Jainee McCarroll; James Driscoll; Livia Driscoll; 

Deborah McCurdy. 

Those who have died:  Hawa Kiebre and Salif Tiri Ouedraogo, mother and 

father of Aicha Marcos; Jeff Zinn, Dindy Anderson’s brother in law; Kathy 

O’Brien, Pennie Curry’s sister; Paul Haywood, Sue Gore’s brother; Jane Brooks; 

The Rev. Donna Larson former Rector of St. George's; Hannah Peabody, Caroline 

Murray’s friend, Pam Minshew, sister of Lee Cheek; Laura Fallon, Jainee 

McCarroll's friend; The Rev. Donald Peet; Joan Mulhern, Rob Clausen's sister; 

Pamela Drumm; Antonia Poulos, Jainee McCarroll's friend. 

Our world:  For the people of Iran, Lebanon, Haiti, Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, 

the Sudan, and all other places of violence and war, that peace and justice may 

prevail, and human fear and suffering diminish.  For all victims of hatred in this 
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country; for all victims of gun violence and also for those who inflict gun violence 

on others. For all who are alone, afraid, or despairing. For prisoners, unhoused 

people, newly arrived immigrants, and all our neighbors, near and far.  

The many ministries of our local community, especially for our partners at St. 

Paul's and the Rev. Samuel Vaught, the Rev. Jane Tillman, and the Rev. Libby 

Wade; Christ Trinity and the Rev. Erik Karas; our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Douglas 

Fisher; and the Mampong Babies' Home; and The Very Rev. Miguelina Howell, 

the Bishop Elect for the  Bishop Candidates for the Diocese of Western 

Massachusetts.  

 

In the sixth century, the “filioque” clause referring to the Holy Spirit crept into 

the Nicene Creed in the Church in the West (Roman) without consultation or 

agreement from the Church in the East (Orthodox): “…Holy Spirit, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son.” The Episcopal Church meeting in general 

Convention in 1994 agreed to remove the clause in the next revision of the Book of 

Common Prayer. In the meantime, since Grace Church prints the creed text in our 

bulletins, we have removed the clause and adjusted musical settings to put the 

Episcopal Church’s intention into practice. 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

ALL IN-PERSON + ON ZOOM 

Wednesdays, 10:00 am: Contemplative Eucharist at Grace Church Chapel 

Thursdays, 5:00 pm: Centering Prayer at Grace Church Chapel 

Sundays, 10:00 am: Worship Service at Berkshire South Community Center 

 

GRACE CHURCH 

Chapel: 67 State Road | Mailing: PO Box 114  

Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Phone: (413) 644-0022 | E-mail: office@graceberkshires.org 

Please visit our website: www.graceberkshires.org  
 

Music from riteplanning.com. Copyright ©2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A 715788. All rights reserved. Permission to stream the music in this service is 

obtained from ONE LICENSE. License #A 715788.  All rights reserved. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

ROTA Today 

1/11/2026 

Next Week 

1/18/26 

WELCOME TEAM Rick Gore 

Sue Gore 

Richard Starr 

 

ACOLYTE Jacob Greer Ellis Ericson 

LECTOR  Sue Gore Doone Marshall 

INTERCESSOR  Pennie Curry Holly Murray 

CHALICE BEARERS Jacob Greer 

Mackenzie Kendall 

Jacob Greer 

Rick Gore 

HEALING TEAM Pennie Curry 

Ted Cobden 

Sue Gore 

Ted Cobden 

ALTAR GUILD Jacob Greer 

Mackenzie Kendall 

Ellis Ericson 

Sarah Sieber 

COFFEE HOUR Gore 

Carlson 

McCarroll 

Anderson 

COUNTERS Sue Gore 

Sarah Sieber 

Rick Gore 

Gino Furio 

 

GRACE CHURCH VESTRY 

Senior Warden: Pennie Curry 

Junior Warden: Matt Marcos 

Treasurer:  Sue Gore 

Clerk:    Doreen Hutchinson 

Class of 2026  Mary Booton, Gino Furio,Laura Jordahl 

Class of 2027  Jainee McCarroll, Kevin Rosero 

Class of 2028  Mackenzie Kendall, Evie Starr 

GRACE CHURCH STAFF 

Bishop of Western Massachusetts: The Rt. Rev. Dr. Douglas Fisher 

Rector:     The Rev. Jimmy Solano Pickett 

Gideon’s Garden Director:  Jack Kamps 

Choir Director:    John Cheek 

Keyboardist:     Lee Cheek 

Parish Administrator:   Mackenzie Kendall 
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Grace Church worships and gardens  on the traditional land of the Mohican people. 

 


